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Editorial  
 

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter.  
 

We regret to inform members that two of our members sadly passed away 
recently. David Little of South Shields passed away suddenly on 3rd October 
and Andrew Dolan of Crook passed away peacefully on 7th October. Andrew 
owned a number of vehicles with his brother Mark. Our thoughts go out to all 
their family and friends at this difficult time  
 

It is intended to publish the next newsletter, the Winter edition during 
December and the Spring edition during March.  
 

Do you have any articles or photographs you believe would be suitable for the 
newsletter? If so, please feel free to either post or email them to me. All 
contributions are gratefully received and I will ensure that everything is returned. 
 

An article could concern the preservation of a vehicle, some useful tips that 
you wish to pass on, an interesting trip to an event or rally, or memories of 
vehicles from years gone by that you wish to share.  
 

If you have two photos of the same vehicle with different operators, or different 
vehicles in the same fleet with the same fleet number these would be suitable 
for our ‘Double Take!’ feature. If you have two photos taken in the same 
location or of vehicles on the same route, but a number of years apart, then 
these would be suitable for our ‘Now & Then’ feature. 
 

If you wish to get in touch you can email me at phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk 
 

Thank you to Beamish Museum, Geoff Gardner, Peter Mitchell, Norman 
Shepherd, Alex Spiller and Andrew Tyldsley for their contributions to this 
newsletter. 
 

The deadline for the next newsletter is Friday 5th December. 
 

Finally, a warm welcome to new members Quentin Cheng, Steven Green, 
Andrew Hoseason, William Hutchinson & Stephen Pottage. 
 

The front cover features NEBPT’s former Sunderland Corporation Roe bodied 
Guy Arab III CBR 539 relaxing in the sun prior to working a free bus service at 
Seaburn rally - Photo Phil Logie 
 

The Inside front cover features NEBPT’s former Tyne & Wear PTE Alexander 
bodied Daimler Fleetline RCU 838S at the Seaburn rally. Also featured is the 
500 Group’s former Cleveland Transit Northern Counties bodied Bristol VRT 
RDC 106R both at Seaburn rally - Photos Andrew Tyldsley 

mailto:phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk
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The inside rear cover features Stagecoach North East Alexander ALX400 
bodied Dennis Trident W643 RND and JH Coaches ALX400 bodied Dennis 
Trident BJ03 EWA at Seaburn rally - Photo Andrew Tyldsley. Also featured 
are former South Shields Corporation Roe bodied Daimler CCG6 LCU 112 
and Tyneside PTE Alexander bodied Leyland Atlantean PDR2 GBB 516K at 
Seaburn rally - Photo Phil Logie 
 
The rear cover features NEBPT’s former Newcastle Corporation MCCW 
bodied Leyland PDR1/1 KBB 118D loading at the Tram shelter whilst on the 
free bus service at Seaburn rally - Photo Phil Logie. Also featured is Stagecoach 
North East Yutong E12 NL74 FUU at the Seaburn rally - Photo Andrew Tyldsley 
 

Meetings & Outings  
 
Currently there are no meetings or outings planned, although future outings 
are under consideration. 
 
Once we have further information, we will let you know on both the website 
http://www.nebpt.co.uk/ and Facebook https://en-gb.facebook.com/North-East-
Bus-Preservation-Trust-142526422471560/ 
 
Are there any locations or events that you would like us to visit? 
 
Please let us know your thoughts, you can email me at phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk  
or pass your ideas to any committee member. 

 

NEBPT Vehicle Update  
 
Below is an update to the status of our vehicles since the last Newsletter. 
 

Reg Fleet 
No 

Vehicle Update  

MV 8996 
 

Duple bodied Bedford WLB 
New silencer purchased. 

JJD 530D RML
2530 

Park Royal bodied AEC Routemaster 
Passed MOT 

RCU 838S 838 Alexander bodied Daimler Fleetline 
New fuel filter, pull off springs & thermostat fitted 

Passed MOT 

H669 BNL 669 Northern Counties bodied Leyland Olympian 
Passed MOT 

http://www.nebpt.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/North-East-Bus-Preservation-Trust-142526422471560/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/North-East-Bus-Preservation-Trust-142526422471560/
mailto:phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk
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Thanks to the hard work of our team and in particular Alex Spiller we now 
have 8 of our vehicles MOT’s and on the road. They are:  
 
GR 9007 Crossley DD42/3 - Sunderland Corporation 13 
CBR 539 Roe bodied Guy Arab III - Sunderland Corporation 139 
WBR 248 Marshall bodied Atkinson Alpha - Sunderland Corporation 48 
FBR 53D Strachan bodied Leyland Panther - Sunderland Corporation 53 
JJD 530D Park Royal bodied AEC Routemaster - London Transport RML2530 
KBB 118D MCCW bodied Leyland Atlantean - Newcastle Corporation 118 
RCU 838S Alexander bodied Daimler Fleetline -Tyne & Wear PTE 838 
H669 BNL Northern Counties bodied Leyland Olympian - Busways 669 
 

NEBPT Merchandise  
 

by Phil Logie 
 
We have introduced a range of merchandise which was available to purchase 
for the first time at the Seaburn Historic Vehicle Display. 
 

 
 

The merchandise table at Seaburn – Inset a close up of the Key Rings. 
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The colouring book and some of the postcards 
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The NEBPT Calendar with the page for January 2026 
 
The range currently consists of Postcards £0.70, Key Rings £2.00, Pens 
£3.00, Colouring Books £4.00 and 2026 Calendars £10.00.  
 
All of the items will be available for sale at our events and on our outings. In 
addition they can be ordered by post. 
 
If you would like further details of any item, or wish to order any item(s), you 
can email me at phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk 
 
There will be a £1 postage charge for any items sent by post with the 
exception of the calendars which are available post free for £10. 
 

Out  and  About  with  NEBPT 
 

NEBPT and our vehicles have been involved in a couple of events recently. 

mailto:phil.logie@nebpt.co.uk
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As usual a couple of our vehicles were in attendance at the Great North Run 
on Sunday 7th September, 
 
Five of our vehicles were also in attendance at Tanfield Railway’s Diesel 
Pioneers Gala on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st September with one of our 
vehicles operating a free shuttle between East Tanfield and Marley Hill. 
 

 
 

Above Sunderland Corporation Strachan bodied Leyland Panther FBR 53D 
arriving at Tanfield Railway. Below Sunderland Corporation Roe bodied Guy 

Arab III CBR 539 outside East Tanfield railway station - Photos Andrew Tyldsley 
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Our vehicles at Tanfield Railway – Photo Andrew Tyldsley 
 

 
 

KBB 118D.during the Great North Run - Photo Peter Mitchell 
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 KPT 909 
 

With thanks to Beamish Museum. 

 

 
 

Weardale Leyland Titan PD2/1 KPT 909 
Photo – Courtesy of Beamish Museum 

 
Leyland Titan PD2/1 KPT 909 is the latest bus to join Beamish museum’s 
collection. The bus spent its operating life with Weardale Motor Services, with 
whom it was last in service in 1970. 
 
KPT 909 was built in 1948 (being completed in the October), but remained 
with Leyland for exhibition, before it was passed to its first owner and 
registered on the 31st August 1949 (having been delivered in the January of 
that year), in the name of Mr Oliver Gibson of Weardale Motor Services, 
Frosterley, Co Durham.  It was initially stored, as being the first double-deck 
bus in the area, gangs had to be sent out to work from lorries in order to raise 
the tree canopy, until that time only sufficient for single-deck buses. 
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On 15th July the opportunity was taken to pose KPT 909 alongside  
Weardale Roe bodied Leyland Titan PD2/10C YUP 6 

Photo – Courtesy of Beamish Museum 

 
After it was withdrawn from service, it was stored for a short period of time, 
before being purchased by Dr. Michael Taylor.  It was driven from Weardale to 
Bewdley in Worcestershire on the 19th August 1970 (by Mr Don Wilcox).  It 
was submitted for, and passed, an MoT, and was used for its first preservation 
trip on the 19th September 1970 – a trip for members of the Severn Valley 
Railway (whose route, albeit not yet fully open, passed through Bewdley) to 
Didcot Railway Centre in Oxfordshire.  It was later based in the original (Great 
Western Railway) bus garage at Bridgnorth station, on the Severn Valley 
Railway.  It was used for several trips away from the SVR, including a visit to 
the tramway museum at Crich in 1977. 
 
It was later donated to the British Commercial Vehicle Museum, Leyland 
(Lancashire).  It was adorned with adverts for the museum and acted as a 
roving ambassador.  In 1993 it was transferred to Science Museum Group, 
and it was moved to Wroughton (their large objects store) where it remained 
until collected on the 27th November 2024. 
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KPT 909 arrived at Beamish on the 28th November and was quickly moved 
into the workshop for assessment. The first objective was to examine the 
mechanical condition with a view to getting it running.  Other work identified 
was that the seats needed re-upholstering and some cosmetic work to the 
exterior (including paintwork) was required. 
 
After a period of commissioning, cosmetic attention and a re-upholstering, 
former Weardale Motor Services Leyland Titan PD2/1 KPT 909 was signed off 
for service at Beamish in mid July. 

 
Beamish Museum would like to thank the team at the Science Museum Group 
Wroughton who enabled the transfer of the bus to Beamish. 

 

Seaburn Historic   
Vehicle Display  

  

by Phil Logie  
 

On Bank Holiday Monday 25th August, the Seaburn Historic Vehicle Display 
took place at the Recreation Ground, Seaburn. The weather was warm and 
sunny which resulted in a good turnout of vehicles and visitors.  
 
There was the usual mix of vehicles from local operators, preservation groups 
and individuals, A new feature this year was Jeanie and the Jolly Boys playing 
alongside our Educational Resource Vehicle (ERV), former London Transport 
Park Royal bodied AEC Routemaster JJD 530D, also known as the Potato 
bus. This proved a popular addition to the event. We also had a range of 
NEBPT merchandise available for sale for the first time  
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Jeanie and the Jolly Boys alongside our Educational Resource Vehicle, 
former London Transport Park Royal bodied AEC Routemaster JJD 530D 

Photo Alex Spiller 
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Scammell Pioneer Recovery British Army H4427878 809XUP 

 

 
 

CHJ 429 G a 1969 Plymouth Fury complete with mascot 
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A selection of County Durham Bus Preservation Group vehicles featuring 
Former United ECW bodied Bristol VR AUP 808W & ECW bodied Bristol RE 

SHN 80 L, Northern MCW Metrobus UTN 501Y and Go North East  
OK liveried Wright Solar bodied Scania L94UB NK55 OLM 

 

 
 
NEBPT’s former Tyne & Wear PTE Alexander bodied Daimler Fleetline 
RCU 838S alongside Stagecoach North East’s Sunderland Busways 

liveried Scania K270UB ADL Enviro300SG YN63 BXW, 
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A line up of 3 Mercedes-Benz Citaro O530G’s 
City Transport’s BG58 OLU ex First York, alongside  
privately preserved BG58 OMJ ex First Aberdeen  

and City Transport’s BG58 OLR ex First York 
 

 
 

Ford Cortina Mk1 GTV 152D, Volkswagen Beetle WUY 653M 
and Ford Cortina Mk1 HOY 350D 

 
As usual the free bus service operated from the Tram Shelter on the sea front 
with the first bus departing at 10.15. This year the journeys terminated at the 
bus stop adjacent to the Recreation Ground to ease congestion. The journeys 
were operated using a pool of 4 vehicles, running every 15 minutes until 
15.45.  
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Journeys at 15 minutes past used former Sunderland Corporation Marshall 
bodied Atkinson Alpha WBR 248 and operated via Roker, St Peter’s, 
Wheatsheaf and return. Journeys at 30 minutes past used former Newcastle 
Corporation MCCW bodied Leyland PDR1/1 KBB 118D and operated via 
Roker, Wearmouth Bridge, New Bridge, Wheatsheaf and return. Journeys at 
45 minutes used former Sunderland Corporation Roe bodied Guy Arab III 
CBR 539 and operated via Roker Sea Front, Wheatsheaf and return. Journeys 
on the hour were operated by the 500 Group’s former Cleveland Transit 
Northern Counties bodied Volvo Olympian M223 SVN and operated via Roker, 
Wearmouth Bridge, New Bridge, Wheatsheaf and return. 
 
We would like to thank the Wardley Wombles for all of their help during the 
day which was greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

JH Coaches ALX400 bodied Dennis Trident BJ03 EWA alongside the 
Northern National Restoration Group’s former Go North East Wright Solar 
bodied Scania L94UB NK54 NVN, Wright Renown bodied Volvo B10BLE 

V988 ETN and Wright Renown bodied Volvo B10BLE R855 PRG 
 

 
 

Ford Escort Estate TVX 541R, Rover P6 FGD 710L 
and Singer Vogue MK2 NMK 472 
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Former Lincolnshire ECW bodied Bristol LH JVL 928H and  
East Yorkshire ECW bodied Leyland Olympian C547 DAT 

 

 
 

Hodgson of Barnard Castle MCV Evora bodied Volvo B8RLE ‘Dinky Dora’ 
HC74 BUS ex BU74 YRA and Plaxton Panorama bodied Volvo B11RLET 
821 XUP ex SC69 XGV. This Vehicle was formerly with Parks of Hamilton 

as HSK 657 and used on Scottish Citylink work. 



 

Issue 241 Website Autumn 2025 Page 19 
 

Update on Darlington  
No 50 - NHN 250K 

 

by Geoff Gardner & Norman Shepherd 
 

Darlington Transport Daimler Fleetline No 50 was withdrawn by Darlington 
Corporation in 1986 and purchased for preservation by Graham Oliver. 
Graham kindly donated it to the Trust in 1998 on the condition that we would 
offer the bus back to him if ever we wanted to dispose of it, or donate it to a 
like minded group. With the Trust looking to reduce our fleet due to pressures 
on space and volunteers No 50 passed to the newly formed Darlington Bus 50 
Group based in the Darlington area in early 2014. 
 

 
 

No 50 in Keighley Bus Museum 
 

Geoff Gardner advises that unfortunately in 2023 the accommodation used by 
the group was to be sold so he started contacting many bus groups and 
museums to take over No 50 and save her from being scrapped with no avail 
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until Norman Shepherd, Chairman of Keighley Bus Museum stepped in and 
offered to take the vehicle and pay for transportation to Keighley with storage 
in the museum where it is intended to restore 50 to road worthy condition.  
 

Geoff provided an article about No 50 which featured in Issue 233, Autum 2023. 
 

 
 

An interior view of No 50 and No 50 with some of her fellow stablemates 
 

 
 

Norman Shepard continues the story. When I received a phone call from Geoff 
a couple of years ago about Darlington 50 and the groups plight trying to save 
her, I agreed to meet with Geoff and some of the group members where the 
bus was stored. They mentioned that we were just about their last post of hope. 
 
So four of us went to view the bus and when we saw her we thought she was 
well worth saving and agreed to take Darlington 50 on. It was agreed that we 
could house the bus and at some point get her back on the road, so we said 
we would pay for the transport back to Keighley where she is now. 
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The directors and members are all happy to have her at Keighley. I must say 
she is a great bus and we would like to get started on restoring her asap but with 
many other things to do over the last couple of years, what with buying the 
building and having to sort out repairs to it things have not moved on as quickly 
as expected. Although we have recently taken the rear wheels off to inspect 
the swan necks of the chassis and found it to be in reasonable condition, 
 

It was intended to get her in the workshop soon and make a start as many 
members were eager to move her onto a road worthy condition. Alas the fire 
at Dalton Mills next door, where hot embers from the fire landed on our roof 
and started to set our roof alight, has put paid to that for the time being. Whilst 
we were very lucky that none of the vehicles were damaged it made a mess 
with all the water and dirt from the roof which poured in as the fire brigade 
extinguished the embers, so it will take a while to get back to normal. 
 

Darlington 50 is safe that is the main thing and as soon as we do get back to 
normal (whenever that is) we will make a start as she is a loverly bus and well 
worth saving. 
 

Depot Redevelopments  
 

by Phil Logie 
 

News has reached me that two former depot sites latterly used by Go North 
East are to be redeveloped as supermarkets.  
 

Philadelphia  
 

 
 

Visitors admiring the exhibits at the Philadelphia Depot Open Day 
on Saturday 15th April 1972 -Photo courtesy of Go North East 
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A new Aldi supermarket on part of the site of the former Sunderland District 
bus depot on Philadelphia Lane, between Shiney Row and Newbottle in 
Sunderland, is under construction after plans were approved by the council 
last October. A total of around 40 new jobs has been quoted. In addition 
approval has been given by Sunderland Council to fit solar panels on the roof 
quoting a “negligible additional impact on the setting of the adjacent listed 
former NCB Power Station. 
 

Chester -le-Street  
 
 

 
 
Go North East Optare Versa 8319 carrying the Go North East Centenary livery 

pictured outside Chester-le-Street depot beneath the "period" NORTHERN 
sign on 2nd June 2013 during the HCVS Tyne-Tees Run - Photo Keith Lee 

 
Lidl GB is consulting on plans for a new supermarket on the site of the former 
Northern bus depot on Picktree Lane in Chester-le-Street. They would like to 
know what the local community thinks and say that this will create around 40 
new local jobs. 
 
Further details can be found here https://chesterlestreet.newsite.lidl.co.uk/ 

https://chesterlestreet.newsite.lidl.co.uk/
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