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Well last year was cold, cloudy and had a lower turnout of vehicles, although we had wished for a 
better season, however this did not go quite to plan. The MetroCentre Bus and Coach Show 2011, was 
an attempt to do something different, but also to celebrate the 20th event, and what could get us off to 
a better start than the weather? We had some strange unknown weather of …………. Sunshine, yes 
no clouds but sun. Yes even though it was a bit windy from the east and off the sea, it was cold, so 
everyone got a tan shivering. We cannot have it all, but it’s a good start to the season. 
 
Last year was one of the less well attended MetroCentre events in terms of vehicles, so this year 
greater efforts were made to invite operators to attend. In fact some 35 extra invites were sent to 
those who had never been to the event and it appeared to pay off, not only that but the word seemed 
to spread too. A huge thanks goes to Keith Lee and David Gambles for their great assistance and 
support in achieving an increase in the number of operators attending.  
 

 
 

Go North East East Lancs bodied Dennis Trident W 178 SCU 
and Wright bodied Volvo B9TL NK 11 BHD – Photo Phil Logie 

 
The layout which was highly praised from the bus enthusiast community last year was put into 
operation again this year. However as I went up the field from the entrance I looked to see if this 
instruction was being followed, but further on the vehicles were starting to bunch together again. This 
was due to the extra amount of entrants we received as space was running out under this plan. This 
is another option we will consider modifying for the 2012 event. 
 
Last year we provided a free bus service around Dunston, the route which lasted between 10 and 15 
minutes, seemed too short to me for those who loved riding in buses listening to the engine noises 
and taking in the views. This encouraged me to meet with John Colquhoun to devise a new fresh look 
away from the same old direction as before, and noting the two bridges across the river this enticed 
me to go North. John and I ventured out in the car and planned another route, which we agreed on, 
and after noting comments at the event committee meeting the route was slightly revised. We 
carefully looked at the hilly bits and opted for the flattest of inclines to the A69, which to me would be 
the most grunted part of the run, but liking the route it stayed and was trialled out. The route has so 



far not received too many complaints, however it was not complaint free as some issues of those 
grunted hilly bits came to light from owners of older manual vehicles. These will be discussed at 
the next committee meeting to enable further development of the route. In addition another route has 
been suggested which will be investigated later on. 
 
The number of stalls was up on the day and they were carefully positioned again as last year, in true 
favour of the recommendations made at last year’s event. However the easterly wind did little or no 
favours this year, but the stall holders said that it is not our fault and the location is still favoured by 
many, the sunny weather also contributed to their trade too. 
 

 
 

Ex Tyne & Wear PTE Alexander bodied Leyland Atlantean EJR 111 W 
restored in Newcastle Busways livery by the Treble One Group – Photo Phil Logie 

 
We had also planned a new publication for this year’s event in another attempt to try and make a 
change. This was the development of the program or entry lists. This is the hard part of the entry 
system as many people who attend do not book with us. So wondering how to develop this further we 
considered restyling the entry lists into an event brochure with the same entry lists and membership 
form and donation form, within. However due to meetings and organization of the events this could 
not be completed in time for the MetroCentre event, this will be progressively developed for other 
events and the MetroCentre for 2012. 
 
Overall it was a tiring day, but I enjoyed every minute of it, and I must pass on my thanks to “Davey”, 
who assisted on the entrance gate while I catered for other duties. All in all there were 90% in favour 
and 10% not so in favour, of the event as a whole. If we can keep up this good reputation I hope that 
it gets around the other rally events in the UK and perhaps maybe, just maybe, encourages some 
more entrants from further afield. 
 
If you know someone, or a company, who may be interested in coming to our rallies they can apply 
online via the NEBPT website or they can contact me. 
 
 
 



The following are some comment’s which were made concerning the event 
 
"Better organised than in previous years". 
"Poor turnout, less than last year". 
"Good that most vehicles were parked on that side of the car park for the sun". 
"Bus service was very efficient." 
"New route was a bit bland as the first part was on major roads, but the bit down the hill was 
interesting." 
"The new route was a nice mix, good bit of everything." (This one I think meant a mix of fast and 
slower/urban roads) 
"Nice views of the river on the new route." 
"Best one of these rallies for many years." 
 
I guess you just can’t please everyone! 
 
 


