
SEABURN 2006,  
Were You There? 

 

Ian Findlay reflects on another good show at the Seaside. 
 
Our Flagship Event continues to bring in the crowds of entrants and spectators alike. A changeable 
day on Bank Holiday Monday 28th August saw many of us involved in marshalling, selling tickets, 
organising the free bus service and so on. 
 
The day started well despite the weather forecast, nice and bright if a little breezy, but after the 
miserable month of August we were just grateful it was not raining. There is so much to do, it is not 
possible for me to record everything which happened. Because I was so involved in what I was doing, 
I could not see everything else which was going on so apologies if I miss reporting on something! 
 
My job is usually to act as marshal for the vintage cars, and that lasts from early until around noon. 
We expect that most of our entrants are in by then, but they still keep coming throughout the 
afternoon, several of them being late entrants on the day. For the time being we allow them in, but the 
space available is getting fuller by the year, and there will come a time when we have to refuse 
entries. How we do this is open to debate - do we limit the age of entries? Do we refuse entries on the 
day?  
 
It is difficult to keep on top of the car parking, and I covered some miles during the day walking up and 
down the lines, trying to get them all in the right places, and stop people parking where they wanted to 
instead of where we wanted them to! The same cannot be said for the commercials and buses, as 
they are fewer in number and thankfully do not all arrive at the same time. We enjoyed full co-
operation from the drivers and we are grateful to all who went to the bother of attending. We know the 
costs are now higher than ever before, and we only hope all who attended enjoyed themselves. 
 
The weather certainly did, with black clouds appearing, dumping on us and disappearing out to sea in 
very quick time. I think there were three shower interludes, each of only a few minutes, but the 
weather did affect the turn-out at the gate and our takings did not match the record year we enjoyed 
last year. Nevertheless, we appear to have sufficient in the kitty to keep going with our various 
projects, in moderation of course. 
 
I enjoyed some brief conversations with Mel Kirtley and Graeme Keedy as I helped out after lunch on 
the bottom gate, in-between the spectators arriving and waving their money at us. We only charged 
£2 for adults and £1 for concessions, and we had very few objections to these prices, perhaps we are 
not charging enough? Derek Thompson suggested a steel band and a few other attractions might 
liven things up. I enjoyed the Jazz Band walking around the Newby Hall Rally earlier this year. So that 
might be something for our organising committee to think about? Perhaps more attractions would 
bring in more spectators, it’s food for thought. Any ideas to improve the event? 
 
The free bus service again was well supported and we are grateful to those owners who offered their 
vehicle for this part of the day. It is certainly something a lot of the spectators come for as many were 
asking for details as soon as they came in. 



 
NEBPT Alexander bodied Daimler Fleetline RCU 838 S & City Sightseeing 

MCW Metrobus A 722 UOE operating the free service at Seaburn. - Photo David Gambles 
 
Thanks to all who helped out on the day, we couldn’t do it without you, and we do appreciate all your 
help. Roll on next year! Monday 27th August is the date for your diary. 
 


