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Seaburn the last event of 2011, and as always we start with the weather, well it was cold, then warm, 
then cold again. A bit of sun got through (it must of as I was sun burnt), but above all it really did not 
rain, which was the main thing.  There was a sense of dampness but that is all. 
 
Seaburn is a rally that has its own problems and the same problems keep coming back each year, the 
only cure for this is helpers, without helpers the problem will always be there. 
 
During my time at this event, as always, I am always running around seeing that everything is running 
smoothly and effectively dealing with the enquiries that come my way, once the enquiries are done it’s 
back to my post at the entrance. 
 

 
 

A general view of the showground – Photo Phil Logie 
 
The challenge this year was the wet field, my first instance of this event being wet, so due to my lack 
of knowledge I parked vehicle where I saw fit. The eventuality was that my choice was not the best, 
for which I receive some criticism from those who have been to the event for all of its 27 years there. 
For some reason they did not provide any advice, fair do, I will learn from this for another time, as I 
am sure those involved parking the vehicles will know for the next time. 
 
It is too early to say if there were more people attending as I was so busy. I did not have a chance to 
count the amount of vehicles on site – well I did, I got as far as the 15th bus and that was it, nor was I 
able to establish if there was more stalls there too, just simply too busy. 
 



 
 

John Shaws Massey bodied Guy Arab IV UFJ 292, which was new to Exeter Corporation,  
pictured on the free bus service at Seaburn – Photo Ian Findlay 

 
Other events team members noted that the hired in toilets on the site proved satisfactory, although to 
the cost of these is a worry. But from another point of view even if the council facilities were open 
across the road our own hired facilities seemed to encourage people to stay longer. 
 
Some minor changes were made for this year one of which was those people who wanted to leave 
the site and wished to come back in had their hand stamped. This seemed to prove a success and 
this idea should continue next year, additional hand stamps at another point may be useful, but this 
needs further research.  Thanks to Lyndsey in her attempts to get the programs completed, even this 
proved yet another challenge, but those that had been produced were sold. 
 



 
 

Wright Brothers Plaxton bodied Bedford YRQ RRM 915 M – Photo Phil Logie 
 
We also wish to thank those extra people who helped out on the day; Ray Parnaby for assisting the 
parking of vehicles, which was further assisted by Paul Cassidy, thanks Paul.  Also thanks to Davy 
and Andrew for their assistance on the gate where vehicles exit the ground. Without their help we 
would be short of bodies again thank you chaps.  Also a thank you to the two police officers who 
assisted in some aspects of the day within the field and outside the field on the public highway, in 
traffic controlling, to allow our vehicle to enter and leave the site safely. As I understand they were on 
general duty in this area and they decided to spend a day with us – so a big thank you to you both, we 
hope you had a good day. 
 
A thank you to all those who turned up as our events would not exist if it was not for the vehicles and 
stalls turning up, and of course to the food units and fairground units for their support. Talking of 
vehicles I noted a few more HGVs in attendance, perhaps we will see a few more next year? 
 
If I have missed anyone out a thank you to you too – it is all appreciated whatever you have done for 
us at our events at Seaburn and other events throughout 2011, I am sure we look forward to you 
continued support, and the events team wishes everyone to look after themselves through the winter 
and roll on next year. 
 
What happens next, well the events team will meet to discuss ideas to improve our events for 2012 
and also to sort out dates for next year which will be published in future issues of this magazine and 
of course our website and Facebook page. So please log on or “like us” on Facebook and keep up to 
date with the news. 


